T'he Women i the Life of the Sun King
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I bettese that the histonies winch will be written
abont this court after we all sone wall be betier
and more enterfaining than any novel, and [ am
afratd that those who tame after ussall not be
le to believe them and will think they
¢ tales’: thus wrote Lous XTIV

very fairy tales”. voadly portzain
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\ntoma Fraser brlliantly explores the rich
dynamic that exasted between Louis XIV and

rwomen who ornamented

IS TeEsy ]l_liru 1pa ¢ La Vallitre and
Athénais de Montespan ; [l a5 the puritanical
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Antoma Fraser portrays the allantry of
relationships, from frien: shadme 1o love, the
subtle are of courtship, the more fovolous and even
{ pursuit of lirtation, down tosensual
hibertinaee encding in d i callantoy - or sex
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and it 1510 the connet
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n was the
-pentury France.
] ical srenifica
of female heures of the I, this hook also
inevitably reflects something of the condition of
women of a4 certun status mn seventeenth-centun
France. Antonia Fraser consid
and to what extent thes
rroth 1l dauzhiters
thetr own desti
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